Editorial

South Africa had the privilege of hosting ICN congress on
behalfofAfrica. Nurses ofthe World converged to Durban
from the 27hJune to the 4IhJuly 2009. DENOSA proudly hosted
5 000 nurses who attended the congress. Africa was in major-
ity as about 3300 nurses were from the African Continent.
This is an indication that South African Nurses should never
look down upon themselves. Even otherpoliticalprogrammes
in the country were put on halt as the Honourable Deputy
President MrKgalema Motlanthe Minister ofHealth, DrAaron
Motswaledi; Premier ofKwazulu Natal,Dr Zweli Mkhize and
MECfor Health in Kwazulu Natal Dr Sibongiseni Dhlomo
graced the occasion.

Curationis had an opportunity of hosting an International
Editorial Board meeting, on the 30““June 2009. The aim o fthe
meeting was to introduce Curationis Editorial Committee to
the International Advisory Board. We also invited the Execu-
tive members o fthe National Executive Committee o FDENOSA
to meet our Advisory Board. We had very constructive dis-
cussions which assisted in planning thefuture of Curationis.
We also had an opportunity o fmarketing Curationis Interna-
tionally.

I would like to urge South African nurses not to loose the
momentum o fconducting research. We had very informative
and thoughtprovoking presentations. We all enjoyed the re-
search environment that wasprevailing. We are all aware that
research is notonlyfor academics butfor all even those who
are rendering nursing care. We become better informed when
we conduct research to answer complex questions related to
ourcare giving role and this improves the quality o fcare that
we render to patients.

Presentations were based on thefollowing sub themes: The
nursing workforce and workplace; pandemics /disasters; eth-
ics/human rights; clinical care andpatientsafety; nursing edu-
cation and the learning environment; advocacy, lobbying and
legislation; care systems; technology, innovation and
informatics; leadership and regulation. Lets continue to lead
change and build healthier nations through quality research.

This issue

The first article is more about the plight of nurses who are
working in psychiatric institutions: The lived experience by
psychiatric nurses o faggression and violencefrom patients
in a Gautengpsychiatric institution. It is important to read
this article in order to understand the challenges which nurses
are experiencing regarding caring forpsychiatric patients.

The second article focuses on Adolescentmothers 'non-utili-
sation o fantenatal care services in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. It
is important to understand why Adolescents do not use ante-
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natal services. It would be interesting to compare this situa-
tion to South African context. Is this the reason why we have
more terminations ofpregnancies among our teenagers?

Training issues were addressed by thefollowing three arti-
cles:

Clinicalskills required o fophthalmic nursepractitioners in
tertiary levelpublic hospitals in the Western Cape Province.
It would be interesting tofind out whether ophthalmic nurses
have the necessary skills to render quality care to patients or
not.

An assessment o fteaching strategies used by lecturers ata
nursing college in Mpumalanga.

Abortion care trainingframeworkfor nurses within the con-
text o fhigher education in the Western Cape.

I would therefore urge all nurse educators to read these arti-
cles.

Parents become emotional patients when their children are
sick. How do we support them? The article on: Managerial
guidelines to supportparents during the hospitalisation of
their children in aprivatepaediatric unitwould be interest-
ing to read.

The last rvroarticles deals with: Experienceso fprimary health
carenursesinimplementingintegratedmanagemento fchild-
hood illnesses strategy atselectedclinics ofLimpopo Prov-
ince. This is a new strategy in the country; it would be impor-
tant to find out ifLimpopo has succeeded in its implementa-

tion and compare thesefindings with other provinces. For

Primary Health Care Nurses and Nurse Educators this is a

must.

Reflecting on 'meaningful research A qualitative second-
aryanalysis. Questions such as what is a meaningful research

would be better addressed by this article. 1encourageyou all

to read this edition.
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